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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 1562 

E O 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN, ETRD, RP 

SUBJ: CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES TRADE MISSION TO HANOI 
REF: MANILA 215, 348 
1 . AS PLANNED, A HIGH-LEVEL PHILIPPINE 

TRADE MISSION LEFT MANILA JANUARY 31 FOR A TWO- WEEK VISIT 
TO VIETNAM AT THE INVITATION OF THE SRV. THE ELEVEN-MAN 
DELEGATION IS HEADED BY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES 
(CCP) PRESIDENT FRED J. ELIZALDE AND INCLUDES BANCOM 
PRESIDENT SIXTO ROXAS, REPRESENTING BANKING; JEAUS NON, 
REPRESENTING THE PHILIPPINE EXPORT COUNCIL; ULPIANO TABASONDRA, 
REPRESENTING THE SUGAR INDUSTRY; VICENTE ANGLIONGTO, 

REPRESENTING SHIPPING; MANUEL MANAHAN, OF TABACALERA; 

RICHARD GUEVARA, MABUHAY VINYL; SEFERINO FOLLOSCO, ALFA 
MACHINERIES; ROSARIO DELA CUESTA, CCP; ELPI CUNA, 

ELIZALDE AND COMPANY; AND JOSE MABANTA, ATLANTIC, 

GULF AND PACIFIC COMPANY. 
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2. ALTHOUGH CCP OFFICIALS HAVE EXPRESSED OPTIMISM IN 
DOING BUSINESS WITH THE SRV, PARTICULARLY IN SELLING 
SUGAR AND COCONUT OIL, THE COMPOSITION OF THE CCP 
MISSION INCLUDES UNTYPICAL TRADE MISSION MEMBERS 
SUCH AS SIXTO ROXAS AND JOSE MABANTA. CCP PRESIDENT 
ELIZALDE IS A FAVORITE OF THE PALACE AND CAN BE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

COUNTED ON TO FOLLOW WHAT INSTRUCTIONS THE PRESIDENT 
AND DFA HAVE GIVEN HIM. SINCE THE VIETNAMESE ARE NOW SETTING UP 
AN EMBASSY IN MANILA. THE CCP MISSION ASSUMES A GREATER IMPORTANCE 
THAN WOULD OTHERWISE BE THE CASE. 

3. INFORMATION PROVIDED IN STATE 16924 AND POUCHED 
BY CONSULATE HONG KONG WAS PASSED ON TO ROSARIO DE 
LA CUESTA OF CCP PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. DE LA CUESTA 
WAS MOST APPRECIATIVE OF INFORMATION AND AGAIN PROMISED 
TO DEBRIEF US. 

SULLIVAN 
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